Our Mission
The Humboldt & District Chamber of Commerce is a member-driven organization
comprised of over 260 professional, business, community and individual members.
Working in partnership with the community and with business, our mission is to “Foster
an Environment Where Humboldt & Area Businesses Can Prosper”.

Our Vision
To be the Voice of Humboldt & Area Business
Our Slogan
The Humboldt Region – the best place to live, work & invest
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Annual General Meeting of Humboldt & District Chamber of Commerce
Held Tuesday March 31, 2015 at the Canalta

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Call to Order
Adoption of Agenda
Minutes of March 18, 2014 Annual Meeting
First Call for New Business
Review of Financial Report
President’s Report
Committee Reports
a. Public Relations & Promotions
b. Business Retention & Expansion
c. Tourist Booth & Campground
8. Bylaw Amendments
a. Sec 4.2 New Member Incentive
Change it to read: In the cases of a new business applying for
membership during the fiscal year, which starts January 1, upon
acceptance into membership, the business will receive a free
membership for 6 months from the time their application is received
by the Executive Director. A new business can be a brand new
business or an existing business that has gone through a change in
ownership and has not been a Chamber member in the past. After
6 months, fees are prorated monthly for the balance of the fiscal
year.
b. Sec 10.3 Notice of Annual Meeting
Add: A copy of the financial statement may be obtained from the
corporation without charge.
9. Consideration of Motions:
a. Appointment of accountants
10. Final Call for New Business
11. New Business
12. Approval of 2015-2016 Board of Directors
13. Election of President and Vice President
14. Adjournment
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2015 / 2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF
Director Name

Joanne Forer
PAMI

Amber Biemans
Behiel, Will & Biemans

Kent Flavel
Conexus Credit Union

Andre Kruger
Olymel S.E.C./L.P.

Dan Torwalt
Century 21 Diamond Realty

Dr Ivan Yackel
Carlton Trail College

Brian Loos
MNP LLP
Kim Mitchell
Fabmar Communications (CJVR)
Ann Paton
BHP Billiton
Adam Tremblay
Tremblay Electric

Larry Jorgenson

Executive Director:
Administrative Assistant:

Start Date

Length of Current
Term

Term Expiration
Date

March 2013

3 year term (1)

March 2016

March 2011

3 year term (2)

March 2017

March 2014

3 year term (1)

March 2017

March 2014

3 year term (1)

March 2017

March 2014

3 year term (1)

March 2017

March 2014

3 year term (1)

March 2017

March 2015

3 year term (1)

March 2018

March 2015

3 year term (1)

March 2018

March 2015

3 year term (1)

March 2018

March 2015

3 year term (1)

March 2018

September
2012

Appointed
by City Council

Debra Nyczai
Colleen Foster
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Start Date: June 2014
Start Date: September 2014

President’s Report
Change… it is always great for me to watch how people react to change. Why?
Because I like change. I believe that you can only get better, stronger and that it builds
character.
What a year for change; a new President; new office; new Executive Director and a new
full-time Administrative Assistant.
On top of that, a new change of direction for the Chamber and the Executive Director;
getting the Provincial Government to know that the Humboldt Region is a rapid growth
region and that we would like them to have first-hand knowledge of our region.
With that in mind, the Executive Director has invited Provincial Ministers of various
portfolios to the region for luncheons, question and answer sessions, tours of the region
and we intend to get more Ministers and Executives to this region.
Another exciting venture that the board has Debra and I committed to is going as a
delegation to all the town council meetings and RM meetings in a 50km zone. We will
be talking to them about their challenges and, most important, inviting them to be a part
of a meeting with all the local town councils, RM’s and Melfort MLA Kevin Phillips to
discuss these challenges and how we can work together with Kevin to lobby the
Provincial Government to help with some of these issues. This is an extensive time
commitment with meetings two to three times a week out of town.
Reflecting on 2014, Debra Nyczai was hired and started June 2; she came into the
office, had to pick up the pieces, ask a lot of questions, hired a full time Administrative
Assistant, assisted the Downtown BID with this year’s first ever Streetfest, got the trade
show organized, then on to the Mark of Excellence Awards and lastly the AGM.
So it was a short but eventful and rewarding year for the Chamber.

-
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Andre Kruger, Chamber President

2014 Annual Report
What is the Chamber of Commerce?
The Chamber of Commerce is a non-profit organization, independent of government.
The Humboldt & District Chamber of Commerce (HDCC) has been doing work in
Humboldt for 107 years. Membership has grown over 70% in the past few years with
the Chamber reaching 264 members in 2014. While once an organization that focused
on the City of Humboldt, we are now reaching out to the entire region and encompass
businesses within a 50+km radius of Humboldt. We have 2 full time employees to serve
your needs.
Why Join?
If you are doing business in this area, you are participating in the economy of the
community. The Humboldt & District Chamber of Commerce is the one organization
that is responsible for the promotion and well being of business in the region. The
Chamber works for its members, being the spokesperson for business and professional
communities and in order for us to ensure that this region is the best place to live, work
and invest, we need business name on our list of members when we advocate to
government. We also need business names on our directory when we are promoting
this region to potential employees and investors.
The Membership Advantage
1. Business Referrals – we refer our Chamber Members first!
 We receive numerous inquiries every week asking for referrals to regional
businesses. These come from tourists, newcomers, people who live in our
community, businesses wishing to invest and people wanting to move here.
2. The Chamber is the “Voice of Humboldt & Area Business”
 A vibrant Chamber of Commerce provides the business community with one
strong voice that is heard, rather than many weak voices that no one hears
 We are the liaison between the business community and your local and
provincial governments
 We help businesses find solutions to roadblocks and assist them with
implementation
 We provide support and assistance to new and existing businesses
 We are a leader in addressing issues affecting Humboldt & District business
climate
 We promote a business friendly community and a positive attitude
 We provide you representation with the Saskatchewan and Canadian
Chambers of Commerce
3. Access to Chamber Member Plans
 Chambers of Commerce Group Benefits Plan
 Payworks Payroll Services
 Access to the Chamber contact list
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First Data Merchant Services Program

4. Networking & Education
 The Chamber hosts luncheons, the Fall Business Showcase & Tradeshow,
Business After Business and other events throughout the year to aid in
networking and learning opportunities
5. Promotions & Advertising
 Regional videos and profile
 Advertising and sponsorship opportunities
 Website business directory listing, access to events calendar.
 Facebook, Radio and Chamber Chat mentions
 Assistance with Grand Openings

When you join the Humboldt & District Chamber of Commerce, here is what you
are supporting:
Humboldt Regional Business Directory on the Chamber Website
Mark of Excellence Awards
 Recognizing outstanding businesses, individuals & organizations in the
Humboldt region
Doctor Recruitment & Retention
 Group formed and chaired by the HDCC
 Supported and encouraged recruitment of 6 new physicians to serve the
region
 Continue to work with health partners in order to maintain the services of
doctors
Humboldt Region Business Hall of Fame – 13 inductees to date
Junior Achievement – a partnership formed to deliver business education
programs to the region’s schools
Operate and manage the Visitor Information Centre and Campground for the City
of Humboldt
Operate and manage an 18 hole mini golf course
Development and management of a regional scholarship for students attending
local post secondary institutes (3 scholarships awarded to date)
The region’s largest Business Showcase & Tradeshow
Election forums for the City of Humboldt and the region as necessary
Communication medium for the business community and non-profit organizations
Development and organization of the Festival of Lights in the Humboldt
campground
Black Friday and other Shop Local initiatives
An annual Mark of Excellence Awards
Nomination and support of local businesses at the provincial ABEX Awards
New business welcomes and grand openings
Promotion of the region as a great place to live, work and invest
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 New website developed in 2012 with an enhanced business directory
 Promotional Videos
 With potential developers, entrepreneurs and future employees
Networking events for members including Business After Business, informative
Chamber Business Luncheons and seminars
Sponsorship and Advertising opportunities for members
Group Benefits Program for small business
Local, Provincial and National representation on advocacy issues
 Meet regularly with City Council and other municipalities in the region to
address business needs, issues and opportunities
 Humboldt Regional Newcomer Centre (Executive Director sits on the
Board of Directors)
 Humboldt & Area Inter-agency Group - a group of community, not for profit
and public organizations that share upcoming events, programs and other
items of special note taking place in our communities. There are 76
members representing 40 organizations (Executive Director attends the
meetings)
 Regional Planning – meeting with all the RMs, towns and villages in the
region to discuss partnerships and regional planning
 Member of the Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce
 Member of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce
Along with these initiatives, we continue to meet with investors interested in our region,
work with City Council to address business issues, host Chamber Business luncheons
and business after business networking events, attend community and business events,
work with members to address issues and do our part to promote the region as a whole.
The HDCC has 3 committees – Tourist Booth & Campground, Public Relations &
Promotions, and Business Retention & Expansion. Each Director volunteers to be a
part of one or more of these committees which meet regularly through the year to
discuss projects and initiatives to better help our members.
Committee Reports:
Tourist Booth & Campground – Chair Kevin Plemel
The Tourist Booth and Campground Committee is a valued piece of what enables our
Chamber to be financially viable. The revenue that it produces allows us to hire
summer students and to bring tourists to Humboldt and area during the spring, summer,
and early autumn. While we had our challenges, throughout 2014, it will only serve to
better prepare us for the winds of change that the 2015 tourism season brings. The
Tourist Booth and Campground would like to thank all partners who help it be a
successful endeavor for the Humboldt and District Chamber of Commerce. The
development of a walking trail and bench between the campground and the Humboldt
Golf Course is a great achievement for the community and we’d just like to take this
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opportunity to thank the Humboldt and District Trails Committee. As well, the City of
Humboldt deserves many thanks for supplying us with a continued contract to be the
managers of this property and for the Visitor Information Services component. All of the
other partners, suppliers, and contributors who assist with making the Tourist Booth and
Campground continue to operate also deserve our many thanks.
During 2014, the Tourist Booth and Campground Committee saw income decline from
the previous 5 year uptrend in growth. The actual income was 40% lower than the
previous year and was close to that of 2009. The mini golf revenue was also lower with
a 20% drop. The committee mainly attributes the lowered income to our money
collection processes that were not followed as in years prior. In response to the
declines in revenue, this committee began looking at the opportunities and potential lost
revenue rationale within the Tourist Booth and Campground.
At the conclusion of the 2014 camping season, our Executive Director and this
committee had begun working on new written policies and procedures for the
betterment of the staff who will be working in the campground office, going forward and
for preventing the same occurrence of unrealized revenue, next season. Some
highlights of new policies and procedures are: checklists for summer staff, camper
contracts, and credit card pre-authorizations. Items of concern such as cash being kept
at the Tourist Booth and damage occurring to campsites are planned for within our new
written procedures. Also of note, camping rates will be $3.00 higher for both nonelectrical and electrical sites for 2015.
In closing, thank you to the committee members, the Executive Director, and the
Administrative Assistant for their hard work in adapting to their changing roles and for
preparing us going forward. It was not made any easier for the simple fact that both the
Executive Director and Administrative Assistant had to start fresh in their jobs, save for
the other fact that we also moved them away from the campground into a new office,
located in downtown Humboldt. Best wishes to those who form the new committee that
will be leading the way during 2015.
Public Relations & Promotions – Chair Mike Yager
As always, the PR&P Committee had a very busy year, filled with lots of promotions,
public events, business gatherings and celebrations. A committee of six board
members provided guidance and assistance to ensure our events were successfully
planned and executed. Thank you to Jodi Smith, Stacey Leroux, Andre Kruger, Dan
Torwalt, and Ivan Yackel for your participation and commitment. Special recognition
goes out to Deb and Colleen for their dedication to making each event a success, even
through all the challenges of planning each promotion for the first time. Well done,
ladies!
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A few highlights of our year include:
2014 Mark of Excellence Awards
 Our Premier Gala Event
 Inducted five business leaders into the Business Hall of Fame
o Ed Gamola
o Dr. Bill Prokopishin
o Cliff Schlosser
o Herb Schlosser
o Mark Seidel
 Recognized the 2013 Courtesy Service Award recipients
 Recognized the Citizen of the Year and Junior Citizen of the Year
 Eight Business Awards were presented
 People's Choice Award was presented
Thank you to each of the Sponsors for your contributions to enable this signature
celebration event to continue.
2014 Courtesy Service Awards
 Esther Upson – A&W Restaurant (Jan-May)
 Carol Jackson – Carlton Trail College (Apr-Jun)
 Elizabeth Weber – Bella Vista Inn (July-Sept)
 Frances Schidlowsky – React Waste Management (Oct-Dec)
Thank you to SaskEnergy for continuing to Sponsor these awards.
Business Luncheons
 Brad Trost, Humboldt & Area MP
 Roy Hardy, City Manager
 Honourable Ken Krawetz, Deputy Premier of Saskatchewan
Business After Business Events
 Spotlight Sport & Corporate Wear Ltd.
 Fabmar Communications
 Canalta Hotel
Grand Opening Celebrations
 Prairie’s Edge Development Corp.
 Born Fabulous
 Kabayan Café & Pinoy Grocery Store
 Aromatherapy Wellness
 Free Spirit Market
Summer Sizzler Parade
 Organized and executed this annual event in conjunction with the Campground Staff
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2014 Business Showcase & Tradeshow
 A sellout event – a record number of 117 Vendors (still the largest in the region)
 Over 2700 people in attendance.
Black Friday Sales Promotion
 42 Participating Businesses (almost double the participation of last year)
Festival of Lights
 Over 20 businesses decorated
 Donation of $1128.60 to Humboldt Safe Communities
Business Retention & Expansion – Chair Joanne Forer
The Business Retention & Expansion Committee is responsible for communication with
municipal government, growth opportunities & challenges, service gaps, heath &
education and membership recruitment & retention. This year, we met with City Council
as a board to discuss opportunities and challenges and in 2015 this meeting will occur
twice in the year. We continue with doctor recruitment and retention and toured potential
new doctors through the area. Our partnership with Junior Achievement of
Saskatchewan remains strong; they offer innovative programs that stimulate and inspire
elementary, middle and high school students to value free enterprise, understand
business and economics, and develop entrepreneurial and leadership skills. This
partnership will go a long way as it helps prepare our future workforce.
We ventured into a new area this year to strengthen regional partnerships by attending
all of the RM, Town and Village Council Meetings within a 50km radius. Our goal is to
have a regional meeting with all of them this fall. Another new achievement is that BHP
Billiton has agreed to fund furniture for our boardroom; the boardroom will be available
to rent to businesses and community groups in late spring.
Our region saw many new small businesses opening and we assisted 5 new
businesses with their Grand Opening. Memberships also continue to grow. We ended
2014 with 264 members, as compared to 247 in 2013. A breakdown of members by
categories is as follows:
0-5
6-10
11-20
21-50
+51
Second Business
Farmer Membership
Associate Membership
Not for Profit / Charity

130
33
19
19
6
15
5
5
32
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Conclusion
Our success and effectiveness is directly related to our membership base and therefore
we appreciate and value your membership with the Chamber and encourage you to
communicate with us on a regular basis.
2014 was a time of transition and moving forward. A new Executive Director was hired
in June and the Chamber office moved into its new downtown location mid-June. We
continue to manage the campground and mini golf and now provide tourism services at
both locations. We now have boardroom space that will be available to rent when it’s
furnished.
In 2015, the HDCC will continue to work for its members, being the spokesperson for
business and professional communities, promoting commercial, industrial, social and
civic interests of our community and will continue to be the leader in addressing the
issues affecting the Humboldt & District business climate. We are the “Voice of
Humboldt & Area Business” and we will “Foster an Environment where Humboldt &
Area Businesses can prosper”. We will be working closely with the new businesses
coming to our region and assisting the existing ones with their needs. As the economic
climate within our district continues to grow, the demands of our Chamber will increase.
We will do our best to accommodate these demands and continue with the promotion of
the district, address any impediments or issues that arise and will always focus on being
a Partnership for Business Growth.
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Annual General Meeting of Humboldt & District Chamber of Commerce
Held Tuesday March 18, 2014 at the Bella Vista

1. Call to Order- Kevin Plemel called meeting to order at 12:15pm.
2. Adoption of Agenda
Motion-Martin Blair/Jill Hulls-adopt agenda as presented. MOTION
CARRIED
3. Minutes of Annual Meeting
Motion-Kenda Thimm/Andre Krueger- approve minutes of the 108th AGM
as presented. MOTION CARRIED
4. First Call for New Business
5. Review of Financial Report
Motion-Kenda Thimm/Joanne Forer –accept financial report as presented.
MOTION CARRIED
6. 2013 President’s Report
7. Committee Reports
a. Public Relations & Promotions- Mike Yager, Chair
b. Business Retention & Expansion – Joanne Forer, Chair
c. Tourist Booth & Campground – Kevin Plemel, Chair
8. By Law Amendments
9. Consideration of Motions:
Motion-Jodi Smith/Andre Kruger-for Hergott, Seidel & Associates to
remain as accountant for 2014. MOTION CARRIED
10. Final Call for New Business
11. New Business
12. Approval of 2014-2015 Board of Directors
Motion-Jill Huls/Mike Yager–to approve 2014/2015 Board of Directors.
MOTION CARRIED
13. Oath of Office
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Annual General Meeting of Humboldt & District Chamber of Commerce
Held Tuesday March 18, 2014 at the Bella Vista
Continued …

14. Election of President and Vice President
Motion-Stacey LeRoux/Mike Yager-nominated Kent Flavel of Conexus for
Vice President. Nomination accepted by Kent Flavel. MOTION CARRIED
Motion-Mike Yager/Kenda Thimm-nominated Andre Kruger of Olysky L P
for President.
Nomination accepted by Andre Kruger.
MOTION
CARRIED

2014/2015 Board of Directors are as follows:
President – Andre Kruger, Olysky L P
Vice President – Kent Flavel, Conexus
Kevin Plemel, Colony Motor Products
Colin Tamme, Koenders MFG
Stacey LeRoux, CIBC
Kenda Thimm, MNP LLP
Mike Yager, Spotlight Sport & Corporate Wear and Spotlight Sound
Gayle Dagenais, Conexus
Joanne Forer, PAMI
Amber Biemans, Behiel Will & Biemans
Ivan Yackel, Carlton Trail Regional College
Jodi Smith, RBC Royal Bank
Dan Torwalt, Century 21 Diamond Realty
Larry Jorgenson, appointed as City of Humboldt liaison
15. Adjournment-Kevin Plemel adjourned the meeting at 1:00
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